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only retired from all public employments, but am reUrmg
within myself; and shall be able to view the solitary jafc, and
tread the paths of private life with a heartfelt satisfaction

The pleasures of home and solitude were frequently b oto
by uninvited guests. Washington later wrote that these stran

gers said they came "out of respect to me," but "Pray, would
not the word curiosity answer as well?" Yet all too soon for
the country squire, the interruptions ended. On April 16,1789,
he "bade adieu to Mount Vernon, to private life and to domes-
tic felicity," and left to take up the duties of the presidency.
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